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The GNWT is committed to working with NWT official language communities to continue to 
seek solutions toward maintaining and revitalizing our official languages.  The GNWT realizes 
and believes that to be successful, responsibility for the acquisition, maintenance and 
revitalization of Aboriginal languages must be shared by individuals, families, communities, 
schools as well as government.

The GNWT provides a range of programs and services that support Aboriginal languages 
communities.  However, the diversity of experience and level of language proficiency among 
the language communities is a challenge for the government in the delivery of its language 
services.  This is a challenge that cannot be met through isolated activities among the 
language communities; but one that can be met through mutually supportive and coordinated 
cooperation focused on priority needs like language training and development of cultural 
awareness.

The message of the past two Aboriginal Languages Symposiums indicated that the 
government must focus more on priority needs and to be more effective and efficient in the 
delivery of services that meet these needs. The Symposiums also showed that Aboriginal 
languages communities want to be more involved in language issues through proper 
consultations.  To them matters of language and culture are important and they expect to 
have some influence in these matters.  This will require effective working relationships in 
support of language revitalization and maintenance programs.
  
The mandate of ECE places it at the center of major language issues that affect the 
government’s delivery of language services.  To help carry out the overall mandate, the 
GNWT will establish an Aboriginal Languages Secretariat as a separate organizational unit 
dedicated solely to the NWT Official Aboriginal Languages.  As a critical player in the delivery 
of Aboriginal language programs and services, the Aboriginal Languages Secretariat, must be 
adequately resourced for operational effectiveness.  There is already a long range strategy – 
Aboriginal Languages Plan – that was developed based on values and expectations that are 
understood and shared by the government and the Aboriginal language communities.    

 


